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From the Editorial Desk
Carried out with the help of GSLV Mk-III launch vehicle, Chandrayaan 2 was launched from the
Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh.
India will become the fourth country to land a spacecraft on the Moon. So far, all the landings have
been in the areas close to the Moon’s equator. Chandrayaan-2 will make a landing at a site where
no earlier mission has gone, i.e., near the South Pole of the Moon. It can contain clues to the fossil
records of early Solar System. The primary objective of Chandrayaan-2 is to demonstrate the
ability to soft-land on the lunar surface and operate a robotic rover on the surface. Scientific goals
include studies of lunar topography, mineralogy, elemental abundance, the lunar exosphere, and
signatures of hydroxyl and water ice.
The unexplored territory gives an opportunity for the Mission to discover something new. The
South Pole of the Moon holds possibility of presence of water. In addition, this area is also supposed
to have ancient rocks and craters that can offer indications of history of the Moon. The launch
vehicle will be carrying an orbiter, a rover named Pragyan and a lander named Vikram.
And what makes this mission even more special is that the Project Director and Mission Director
of the Rs 978 crore Chandrayaan-2 are both women scientists from the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO). Also, it is noteworthy that 30 percent of the team leading Chandrayaan-2
are all women. Who can forget the team of women scientists rejoicing at the success of the Mars
Orbiter Mission (MOM) in 2014? Ritu Karidhal is the Mission Director of Chandrayaan-2. M
Vanitha, the Project Director of Chandrayaan-2, have been working with ISRO for a long time.
India creates history with the launch of Chandrayan 2.

Prof. (Dr.) Meenu Saraf
2

